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Academic Tier 
Community, technical or Associate-level college 2
Undergraduate (baccalaureate) or Masters level college/university (non PhD granting) 2
Nursing school or allied health training program (e.g. chiropractic, physical therapy) 2
Doctorate-granting research university 3
Medical or pharmacy school 3
Private, non-profit research institute (single institution, local campuses, such as The Scripps Research Institute in the 
US, the Max Planck Institute for Developmental Biology in Germany, Paul Scherrer Institute in Switzerland, Weizmann 
Institute of Science in Israel)

3

State-wide academic institution (such as Penn State University or the University of Minnesota System — not a 
consortium or shared digital library, but a single organization with separate campuses)

4

Private, non-profit research organization or healthcare network (single institution with regional campuses, such as 
the Mayo Clinic or Kaiser Permanente's California Division)

4

  
Medical Tier 
Private practice office or private clinic 1
Residency program (independent from larger institution — on-site access only) 1
Nursing school or allied health training program (e.g. chiropractic, physical therapy) 2
Community hospital or clinic (may have a family practice or nursing residency program, but not a major teaching or 
clinical research facility)

2

Medical or pharmacy school 3
Major teaching or research hospital (medical school-affiliated, multiple residency programs) 3
Private, non-profit research organization or healthcare network (single institution with regional campuses, such as 
the Mayo Clinic or Kaiser Permanente's California Division)

4

  
Public/Non-profit Tier 
General reference public library, museum or non-profit administrative office (on-site access only) 1
Health policy or advocacy non-profit office / Charitable organization (such as Mellon Foundation, March of Dimes 
office)

2

Independent research library (independent from larger institution — single site) 2
Small non-profit or government laboratory (independent from larger institution — single site) 2
Professional society or trade union / Industry trade association 2
Private, non-profit research institute (single institution, local campuses, such as The Scripps Research Institute in the 
US, the Max Planck Institute for Developmental Biology in Germany, Paul Scherrer Institute in Switzerland, Weizmann 
Institute of Science in Israel)

3

Private, non-profit research organization or healthcare network (single institution with regional campuses, such as 
the Mayo Clinic or Kaiser Permanente's California Division)

4

Large non-profit/government research institute or national government agency (shared network — such as the 
NIH or the CDC in the US, NERC in the UK, NIHS in Japan, or the Max Planck Society in Germany)

4

  
Government Tier 
General reference public library, museum or non-profit administrative office (on-site access only) 1
Health policy or advocacy non-profit office / Charitable organization (such as Mellon Foundation, March of Dimes 
office)

2

Independent research library (independent from larger institution — single site) 2
Small non-profit or government laboratory (independent from larger institution — single site) 2
Local or regional government agency/ministry (e.g. city or state public health authority) 2
Large non-profit/government research institute or national government agency (shared network — such as the 
NIH or the CDC in the US, NERC in the UK, NIHS in Japan, of the Max Planck Society in Germany)

4

  
Corporate Tier 
Small for-profit independent company, partnership or organization (single institution, localized campuses — e.g. 
consulting partnership, law firm) 

2

Mid-size for-profit organization (single institution with regional campuses, not multi-national — e.g. regional or mid-
sized national corporation) 

4
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